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been one of the friends of Madame de Maintenon when
she was Madame Scarron. Montchevreuil was a very
honest man, modest, brave, but thick-headed. His wife
was a tall creature, meagre, and yellow, who laughed
sillily, and showed long and ugly teeth; who was ex-
tremely devout, of a compassed mien, and who only
wanted a broomstick to be a perfect witch. Without
possessing any wit, she had so captivated Madame de
Maintenon, that the latter saw only with her eyes. All
the ladies of the Court were under her surveillance:
they depended upon her for their distinctions, and often
for their fortunes. Everybody, from the ministers to
the daughters of the King, trembled before her. The
King himself showed her the most marked considera-
tion. She was of all the Court journeys, and always
with Madame de Maintenon.

The marriage of M. du Maine caused a rupture be-
tween the Princess de Conde and the Duchess of Han-
over her sister, who had strongly desired M. du Maine
for one of her daughters, and who pretended that the
Prince de Conde had cut the grass from under her feet.
She lived in Paris, making a display quite unsuited
to her rank, and had even carried it so far as to go about
with two coaches and many liveried servants. With
this state one day she met in the streets the coach of
Madame de Bouillon, which the servants of the German
woman forced to give way to their mistress's. The
Bouillons, piqued to excess, resolved to be revenged.
One day, when they knew the Duchess was going to
the play, they went there attended by a numerous liv-
ery. Their servants had orders to pick a quarrel with
those of the Duchess. They executed these orders